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DEAR FAMILY:
It’s almost Christmas!  It’s a busy time of year for me as I run around making
sure the worship services are set, helping Nancy purchase Christmas gifts for
our grandchildren and friends; decorating the house, and visiting friends. As I
set aside some time to reflect on what Christmas is all about, one of my
favorite books to re-read is Rick Warren’s, The Purpose of Christmas, and like
Charles Schultz’s character Linus said 50 years ago on the purpose of
Christmas, “It is all about Jesus and the Good News”. Luke 2:10-11: “I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” Christmas is a
time to celebrate that God loves you; God is with you and God is for you.

God loves you!  Sometimes at Christmas, it’s hard to believe that we are
loved. I know a person who won’t go to a family gathering because he does
not have the funds to purchase gifts for his nieces and nephews. He feels he
can’t be accepted unless he brings gifts. God is not that way. God so loved us
even when we were unlovable, or were His enemies, or were just ignoring
Him. He loved us. He came not as the God of Power, Glory, Holiness and
Justice, but as one of us. Jesus put a face to God so that we might know Him,
and by the actions of Jesus we might know how much we are loved.

God is with you!  Christmas celebrates that God came, and once He came,
He has never left us!  We are never alone; never on our own; never
abandoned nor forsaken. As we try to live our lives in this hurtful, mean, self-
centered, “I don’t care about you world”, Rick writes, “You may have
experienced the sting of racial or ethnic prejudice, gender bigotry or religious
intolerance. But God says, I will never leave you, I will never abandon you.
(Hebrews 13:5 TEV)

God is for you!  The Apostle Paul wrote, “If God is for us, who can be against
us?” (Romans 8:31 NIV). This is not saying that Jesus carries out our agenda.
We need to realize that God created us, designed us for good, to be in
fellowship with Him and in community with other followers. He wants you to
be all He created you to be. God is for you. As we follow Him, we live our lives
for Him. He supplies our needs, gives us spiritual gifts to fulfill His purpose,
lights our path with His Word, and empowers us to not grow weary but to
renew our strength because we follow Him. He did not create us to fail, but to
thrive (abundant life) in the world He made.

Wow!  Christmas. I hope you celebrate the Good News; that God loves you,
God is with you and God is for you. Amen.

Merry Christmas,
Pastor Steve & Nancy



2

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SERVICES
DECEMBER 20

What We Really Deserve for Christmas:
We Deserve to be Left Alone, He gave Us His Presence

Pastor Steve Langley

**Bring your Advent Conspiracy Christmas stocking to hang
on our Christmas trees. Advent Conspiracy envelope will
be collected separately.**

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Thursday, December 24, Community Hall

 6:00 p.m. family service. Children invited. During the
service they will be invited to sit up front to hear a
Christmas story titled: “O Bethlehem.”

 11:00 p.m. candlelight communion service

Each service will end with lighting candles and singing Silent
Night by candlelight.

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY COOKIE MONSTER
DECEMBER 20

Cookie Monster needs cookies!  Please bring cookies or any finger
dessert to the kitchen at 8:00 a.m. for our Christmas Sunday services.
We will have a Happy Birthday Jesus cake and share all the goodies
you bring. Join us in Room 113 after both worship services.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

OFFICE CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Friday, December 25 & Monday, December 28
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GVBC CHURCH FAMILY

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK

Photos by Jeffrey Lew

On Sunday, December 6 our GVBC family, friends, and relatives joined together in a
wonderful evening with a fun game, singing, and food.

The evening started off with a game of People-you-don’t-know BINGO led by our KidZone
dads. The program included some of our KidZone children singing Little Drummer Boy
accompanied by David Addison on guitar. Tommy Park and a bilingual worship team (Elisa
Takagi, Naomi Osato and Anna Osato) led everyone in some Christmas carols in both
English and Japanese.

The highlight of the evening, of course, was the abundant amount of delicious food!

Shig Kawashiri leading
Christmas carols

Nelson Shirota calling
names for BINGO

David Addison accompanying
the children
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A GREAT 2015 women’s weekend!

“I was reminded through the messages (by seeing a different perspective
of familiar parables) and the sharing in the discussion group that I must
continue to experience God’s grace and transformation of my heart to

reflect great love and compassion towards others.” – GVBC’er



“I experienced prayers and words of encouragement to identify with Jesus
in His mission of love.” – GVBC’er



Over 120 women were blessed by the Lord at this year’s Women’s
Weekend!  He faithfully provided Chris Umetsu as our Director for a
second year. She had another great leadership team once again.

God also blessed us with Ellen Hong as our guest speaker. She preached
God’s Word to us from Psalm 131 on Friday night, and Luke 7:36-50 and
10:25-37 on Saturday morning and afternoon. Her biblical messages were
insightful, personal, practical and filled with wisdom. We were encouraged
from God’s Word as to how to live out love and compassion in Christ,
which was our weekend retreat theme, based on Colossians 3:12.

Our Friday night of worship was a wonderful start to the weekend,
followed by a relaxing time of fellowship over snacks and conversation.
It was a full day on Saturday with sessions with Ellen, discussion groups
to more deeply reflect and apply her messages, followed by a delicious
lunch by Chef Nick Mura.

Erika Nguyen and Diane Ujiiye shared their testimonies. Workshops, led
by Stephanie Nakayama (healing and prayer in Christ), Eltheia Shiozaki
(stretching), and Kate Bun (missions project for City Lights Church
families), added to our time together.

We thank the Lord for blessing our Women’s Weekend with His Word,
answers to prayer, worship and fellowship in Him as we seek to be His
love and compassion to our neighbors and world.

Chris Umetsu
Women’s Weekend Director

Ellen Hong
Guest Speaker

Mission Project Workshop

(Photos by Silvio Carrara and Lani Kobashigawa)



5

FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES

Ashley Donald and family in the passing of her beloved grandmother who passed away
on Sunday, November 29. The funeral serviced took place at Green Hills Cemetery.

Judi & Mike Yogi and family in the passing of Judi’s beloved father, Roy Kitano. The
funeral service was held on Monday, December 14 at GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley
officiated.

Patsy Kuwata and family in the passing of her beloved husband, Frank, who passed
away on Sunday, December 13. Funeral service will be held next year, date TBD.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY

Dear GVBC, We sincerely thank you for your thoughtful expressions of sympathy. Your
generous support and kindness have given us great comfort. Thank you very much for
the beautiful wreath. With Deepest Appreciation, Love, Nancy Matsumoto and the Family
of Wayne Chinen

In the August 5, 2015 Issue 14 Spirit Jan Higa sent us information on the birth of her
great-great granddaughter, Rylee Shae Farmer, born on July 18, 2015. Today she sent
us a follow-up letter which reads: Rylee Shae Farmer was born on July 18, 2015. Her
parents are Victoria (Tori) and Cian Farmer. Her grandparents are Ric and Maybelline
Salazar. Her great-grandparents are Suzi and Gary Kaneshiro. Her great-great-
grandparents are Roy and Jan Higa. And, her great-great-great grandmother is Chiyomo
Higa (we have SIX generations in the Higa family. Chiyomo — Roy’s mom — is 104
years old).

Congratulations Jan and Roy!

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119.
This is a prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work. Please
join us for prayer. Information on our missionaries and mission projects will be
provided. For any questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the church office.
Open to all.

HELP SUPPORT THAILAND MISSION TEAM
BY PASTOR STEVE LANGLEY
Thank you to everyone who helped to support our Thailand Mission Team and the
tribal villages in Thailand by purchasing coffee this past month.

The Lanna Coffee Company has actually been grown in northern Thailand where our
mission team visited this past year.

By purchasing coffee, you can help support the Thailand villages with water
resources, sanitation, agriculture, health education, and economic development. A
portion of the proceeds goes toward our Thailand Mission Team and their projects
with the ultimate goal of reaching many for Christ.

Order forms are available in the Narthex. Put your completed form and payment into
an envelope and place it in the offering bag or drop it in the mail slot next to the La
Salle entrance.

This is a very hands-on way to support GVBC missions as well as the Thailand
Mission Team.

Pastor Steve wearing
the traditional Thailand
smock. Yellow is the
color the head man of
the village wears.

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

OASIS
OASIS is on break until Wednesday, January 6.

ROOTED (COLLEGE-AGE & YOUNG ADULT)
Sunday nights, 5:00 — 6:30 p.m., east side of the
Community Hall. ROOTED, a college-age [EPIC] and
young adults [YAM] ministry, gathering together for a time
of teaching and praising the Lord!  Questions can be
directed to Chris Koga, chris@gvbc.net or Brad Toy,
brad@gvbc.net. NOTE: approximately once a month
ROOTED will meet for special events, such as on:
 Sunday, January 17 = Worship Night/EPIC will be at

their Winter Retreat.
 Sunday, February 7 = YAM/EPIC Superbowl Party.

OFFICE CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Friday, December 25 & Monday, December 28

BAPTISM SUNDAY/RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP
December 27, both worship services in the Sanctuary. We
will have our baptisms then extend a Right Hand of
Fellowship to our new church members.

~ 2016 ~

OFFICE CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY
Friday, January 1

WORK DAY
Saturday, January 2, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts and end with a delicious free lunch. No
experience needed. Come when you can, leave when you
must.

COME FORWARD PRAYER & COMMUNION SERVICE
Sunday, January 3

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, January 9, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, January 18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday

MARRIAGE CONFERENCE
 Friday, February 12, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., Sanctuary
 Saturday, February 13, 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Rooms

218/220.
More info to follow from Pastor Daniel Matsuda.

THE WAVE EVENT: SEEING GOD’S MOVEMENT &
CATCHING HIS WAVE
Saturday, April 16, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., Community Hall.
The WAVE is a far-reaching group of students, sharing
the Gospel with high school students in the entire South
Bay area. It is lead by two youth leaders (our support-
based intern Michelle Law being one of them) and five
additional high school students (know as the SWELL
Team). Youth leaders and high school students from
churches all around our community will join together for a
time of worship, fellowship, vision-casting, evangelistic
training, and prayer.
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GVBC Prime Timers
T.V. TAPING AT SONY PICTURE STUDIOS

TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2016

Tour departs at 10:45 a.m. from GVBC.

Cost is $104 per person (checks payable to GVBC with
“Jeopardy” in subject line). Price includes gratuity for the
driver.

Roundtrip transportation via deluxe motorcoach.

Lunch at George Petrelli’s Steak House in Culver City.
Menu choices are: Roast beef with roasted potatoes;
roasted chicken with rice pilaf; or fried shrimp with rice pilaf.
Entries served with vegetables, dessert, and beverage.

Afternoon taping of “Jeopardy” with Alex Trebek at Sony
Picture Studios. You can cheer on the contestants.

Reserve your space now. DEADLINE for final payment is
Monday, February 1.

Contact Richard and Keiko Imatomi via the church office.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, January 6 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, January 3.

Announcements

IMPORTANT END-OF-YEAR INFORMATION

2015 tax donations
To receive tax credit for 2015, all donations must be
postmarked by Thursday, December 31 or dropped off at the
church office by Wednesday, December 30.

2016 offering envelopes are available for pick up
Please save us postage by remembering to pick up your
numbered offering envelopes, available in the back of the
Community Hall. If you do not have a numbered box and
would like one, please contact Wendy Nakano in the church
office, ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net.

2016 VOLUNTEERS FOR PASTORAL STAFF:
PRAYER WARRIORS, PRAYER CHAIN E-MAIL/PHONE TREE, AND TUESDAY OFFICE HELP

A one-year commitment, January—December 2016:
Pastoral Staff Prayer Warriors: pray for our pastoral staff (you will receive a monthly praise &
prayer report).
Prayer Chain: pray for the immediate needs of our congregation (by email or by phone call).
Tuesday Office Help (on a rotating basis, starting at 9:30 AM for about 2 hours): answer phones/
take messages and light office work while the staff is in a meeting.

If you were signed up for 2015, please sign up again for the 2016 year. To sign up please email
gvbc@gvbc.net.

NEED PRAYER AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICES?
You can go to Room 158 after 1st service until 10:20 a.m. and Room 119 after 2nd service until
12:20 p.m. If you would like prayer, your choice of a male or female Board of Deacon member will
be available to pray individually with you. This prayer time is ongoing each Sunday after services.

WOMEN’S WEEKEND DVDs AVAILABLE

Copies of the three messages by our 2015 Women's Weekend
speaker, Ellen Hong, are available at the A/V Ordering Table
behind the Community Hall. Each DVD contains all three
messages. Cost is $2.00 per DVD.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adults
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SERVICES, DECEMBER 20
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Pastor Steve Langley
We Deserve to be Left Alone, He gave Us His Presence
**Bring your Advent Conspiracy Christmas stockings**

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
6:00 p.m. Family Service
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Service
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
Both Services in the Sanctuary
Baptisms and Right Hand of Fellowship
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 2016
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Both Services in the Community Hall
Come Forward Prayer & Communion

SEASON
OF

ADVENT


